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Chapter 1 
 

Covenant with God 

 It is our Covenant that we will love God with all of our heart, mind and soul.  We will forsake all others, 
all our comforts, traditions, and preconceived ideas, to choose God.  We will spend time with Him in sacred 
fellowship, to study His word, to talk to Him and hear from Him, to express our hearts to Him through worship 
and to be guided in all matters by Him.  We invite God in His grace and mercy to speak to us, to overwhelm us 
with His presence, to encounter us and transform our thoughts, actions, desires, lifestyle and worldview to 
conform to His likeness. 
  



Day 1 
 

Love God, First! 
Matthew 22:34-38 - But when the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered 

together. And one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him: “Teacher, which is the great 
commandment in the Law?” And He said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the great and foremost commandment. 
 
 We’ve all heard this teaching before. It’s one that we like to quote and one that we’ve even given a name 
to. It is the Great Commandment...that we should love the Lord with all of our heart, soul, and mind. In Jesus’ 
words we find perfect faith, perfect discipleship, and perfect fellowship with God.  It is the foundation for 
everything else we will ever do as Christians. Yet it is often the last thing that we try to cultivate in our lives. It 
is far easier or maybe more acceptable for us to simply attend church, to behave a certain way, or to study the 
scripture than it is to pour ourselves into the effort of loving God. Loving God takes time and effort. It begs us to 
set aside our desires and to focus on Him. It means that we might have to change. It means that we might need to 
set new priorities. And while we would all like to say that we would be ready to drop everything for God should 
He ask, we all have to admit that it’s not always that easy. 
 The question for you today is this, do you really love God with every fiber of your being? Now to be clear 
I’m not asking if you are enamored by Him. I’m not asking if you like Jesus. I’m not even asking if you follow 
the Lord. What I am asking is whether or not you are completely captivated by God? This means all of your 
passion. This means all of your affection. This means all of your strength. This is everything. If you can’t answer 
yes, then what you have is a religion. What you could have instead is a deep and abiding relationship. The first 
leads to death and the other to life. Here’s the thing, over the next three weeks you have a perfect opportunity to 
cultivate a deep love for the Lord by prioritizing communion and fellowship with Him. My challenge for you is 
that you don’t spend the next few weeks cultivating religious sentiment, but that over the next few weeks you 
stoke the fires of passion for the Lord your God! Are you ready to set that as your objective? 
 
Daily Principle: Loving God is a necessary first step to following Him. Otherwise all we have is religion. 
 
Question of the day: What can you start doing today that will cultivate a love for God that reaches down to your 
heart, soul, and mind? 
 
Prayer: Lord, God, I ask that I would indeed learn to love you with every fiber of my being. Where I am weak, 
give me strength. Where I am distracted, give me focus. Where I am lacking, fill me up. God I want to live 
passionately for you all the days of my life and I dedicate these next several weeks to making you the priority in 
this New Year. In Jesus’ name, Amen! 
 
People to pray for: Abbie Altman, Annabelle Altman, Chatney Altman, Jeff Altman, Mandy Altman, Ryan 
Altman, Wendy Altman, Wyatt Altman. 
 
Read the Covenant: It is our Covenant that we will love God with all of our heart, mind and soul.  We will 
forsake all others, all our comforts, traditions, and preconceived ideas, to choose God.  We will spend time with 
Him in sacred fellowship, to study His word, to talk to Him and hear from Him, to express our hearts to Him 
through worship and to be guided in all matters by Him.  We invite God in His grace and mercy to speak to us, 
to overwhelm us with His presence, to encounter us and transform our thoughts, actions, desires, lifestyle and 
worldview to conform to His likeness. 
  



Day 2 
 

It’s Ok to Let it Go... 
Matthew 6:31-34 Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or 

‘What shall we wear?’ For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you 
need them all. But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to 
you. “Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the 

day is its own trouble. 
 
 One of the greatest hindrances to following God is getting caught up in the rat race of life. There are so 
many things to chase. So many things that seem important. So many things that we can invest our time, energy, 
and resources into. “So many things”, that it is often “too many things” and after all of our attention is given, we 
can have very little time left for God. I hate to say this, but I think this is one of the greatest problems in the church 
today, believers who just are too busy that they just don’t have the time. It has become painfully obvious that for 
far too many Christians that they prioritize everything else and then give God the scraps. 
 Why do we do this? Well, the answer according to Jesus was that we worry about provision and taking care 
of our wants and needs. So much so that we seek to satisfy our lack, first. Jesus gives us a different perspective. 
He teaches us to prioritize His kingdom and righteousness above our needs and desires. And what happens when 
we do? Jesus taught us that when we prioritize Him and being righteous that He will give us what we need. In 
fact, giving God our attention first is a key to unlocking peace in our lives. When we are focused first with God 
then we are settled in our hearts and minds. And when we seek Him first, it aligns our lives with God and we are 
blessed. What keeps you distracted? I’m going to give you some great advice...It’s Ok to let whatever it is go. 
 
Daily Principle: If you don’t “make” time for God, you won’t “have” time for God. 
 
Question of the day: What has to change so that you can reprioritize your life to give God your attention first? 
 
Prayer: Jesus, I come to you knowing that life is filled with needs. There are bills to pay, mouths to feed, and a 
host of things that are necessary. Lord, I also admit that there are wants too. Lord, I apologize if those have 
become the focus and I ask that you would put it in my mind to focus on you first. Lord, I am seeking the peace 
that comes from putting you first. I am committing to prioritizing you so would you help me by making a way? 
In Jesus’ name, Amen! 
 
People to pray for: Pearl Armstrong, Max Baker-Hoover, Ethan Black, Clark Bowman, Mitch Bowman, Brian 
Burns, heather Burns, Nate Burns, Taylor Burns. 
 
Read the Covenant: It is our Covenant that we will love God with all of our heart, mind and soul.  We will 
forsake all others, all our comforts, traditions, and preconceived ideas, to choose God.  We will spend time with 
Him in sacred fellowship, to study His word, to talk to Him and hear from Him, to express our hearts to Him 
through worship and to be guided in all matters by Him.  We invite God in His grace and mercy to speak to us, 
to overwhelm us with His presence, to encounter us and transform our thoughts, actions, desires, lifestyle and 
worldview to conform to His likeness. 
  



Day 3 
 

Illuminate Your World 
John 8:12 - Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not 

walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 
 
 Maybe I’m just getting older? I’m not sure, but I think I used to have a greater tolerance for the darkness in 
the world around me? Maybe it was just that I didn’t see it and it has become so much more obvious over the 
years? Can you relate? When I look out into the world around us, all I can see is evil and darkness. It scares me 
sometimes and causes me concern when I think about the world my kids are inheriting. There is so much blatant 
immorality and Godlessness and I wish I could say that it was on the decline but it seems as if it is only increasing. 
It makes me want to figure out how to put the genie back in the bottle and return to a simpler more Godly time. 
However, when I listen to those who lived before what I recognize is that the trend has always been towards 
immorality and every generation has lamented about the condition of the world. 
 So how do we deal with being Godly people in such a dark world? We follow the light of Christ. Jesus 
illuminates the darkness and sheds light on our path. This is not just some idealistic sentiment, it is how we can 
function as holy ones in an unholy place. Our job, as strange as it may seem, is not to force the world into 
submission (even though I admit I’d like to give it a try). It is to illuminate the world so that people can see clearly. 
Only then can they have a transforming moment that leads them to life in Christ. This actually gives me hope. 
When I understand that Jesus promises us that we do not walk in the darkness that the world walks in, I no longer 
choose to obsess over the darkness. When I realize that my kids have chosen the Lord, I recognize that they walk 
in that same light, I no longer fear for their future. When I realize that Jesus, being light, is the antidote to all the 
evil that we see, well then I pray that God’s light might shine all the brighter in me, in my family, in you, and in 
our church. 
 
Daily Principle: Light always eradicates darkness. If you want to change the trajectory of the culture the best 
way to do that is to be a living example of the gospel so that your light shines brightly. 
 
Question of the day: How can you make the light of Christ shine brighter in your life? 
 
Prayer: Father God, I ask that your light may shine as a witness of your truth in the world around me. Lord, I 
desire to see people see the truth, to be changed, and to know the life that is promised in You. Lord, let your light 
shine brightly and let your kingdom come and your will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen! 
 
People to pray for: Carter Catterlin, Cody, Catterlin, Cole Catterlin, Cora Cohen, Jewel Cohen, Lillah Cohen, 
Sage Cohen, Violet Cohen. 
 
Read the Covenant: It is our Covenant that we will love God with all of our heart, mind and soul.  We will 
forsake all others, all our comforts, traditions, and preconceived ideas, to choose God.  We will spend time with 
Him in sacred fellowship, to study His word, to talk to Him and hear from Him, to express our hearts to Him 
through worship and to be guided in all matters by Him.  We invite God in His grace and mercy to speak to us, 
to overwhelm us with His presence, to encounter us and transform our thoughts, actions, desires, lifestyle and 
worldview to conform to His likeness. 
  



Day 4 
 

Draw Close to God 
James 4:7-8 - Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. Draw near to God and He 

will draw near to you.  Cleanse your hands, you sinners and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 
 
 On a journey of prayer the most important thing is to connect with God. For most of us we were taught to 
pray by reciting certain prayers before bedtime, before we eat, and even before church. And while those prayers 
are good and have their place, if we are not careful it can cause you to think that all prayer is found in recitation. 
We may even lose sight of the fact that prayer is more than just words. Yet God calls us to the place of communion 
with Him and good prayer connects us with God. In fact, James teaches us that when we draw near to God that 
He will draw near to us. Isn’t that an amazing statement? Doesn’t that sound good? It most certainly does and 
that is the point of praying, to develop a close relationship with God. A relationship that allows for intimacy with 
the Father. 
 Why is this important? Because everything changes in the presence of God. Sin is eradicated. Satan’s power 
is broken. Mindsets are transformed. Lives are changed. I know of nobody in the scripture who was the same after 
meeting Jesus. As it was for them so should it be for us. Prayer is a time that goes beyond recitation and it reaches 
further than just asking for God’s help, it is a time to talk to and to listen to the God of the universe. What if I told 
you that God was going to come to your house today? How would you prepare? What would you do? Well the 
truth is that God can, He is waiting for you to draw near to Him, will you? 
 
Daily Principle: Prayer is a two way street. It exists to get to know God. 
 
Question of the day: If you could get past all of the rote prayers and the requests and you knew God was listening, 
what would you say to Him, not as God but as a friend? 
 
Today’s Prayer: Jesus, I really would like my prayer life to spring to life, to be so much more, to embrace 
nearness and friendship with You. In this time help me to draw near to You and I ask that You would in fact draw 
near to me. In Jesus’ name, Amen! 
 
People to pray for: Nancy Cosgray, Gina Culver, John Culver, Cindy Douglas, Craig Douglas, Hannah Faker, 
Jack Faker, Janet Faker, JT Faker. 
 
Read the Covenant: It is our Covenant that we will love God with all of our heart, mind and soul.  We will 
forsake all others, all our comforts, traditions, and preconceived ideas, to choose God.  We will spend time with 
Him in sacred fellowship, to study His word, to talk to Him and hear from Him, to express our hearts to Him 
through worship and to be guided in all matters by Him.  We invite God in His grace and mercy to speak to us, 
to overwhelm us with His presence, to encounter us and transform our thoughts, actions, desires, lifestyle and 
worldview to conform to His likeness. 
  



Day 5 
 

Be Filled 
Isaiah 55:1, 3, 5 - Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, come, buy and 
eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. Incline your ear, and come to me; hear, that 

your soul may live and I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. 
Behold, you shall call a nation that you do not know, and a nation that did not know you shall run to you 

because of the Lord your God, and of the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you. 
 
 An all too common belief that people profess is that they are not good enough for God. So when they are 
invited to know God, to hear from Him, to love Him, it’s not that they don’t want to, they simply believe that they 
cannot. In their minds that is something for other people, something for people who are better than them. Yet God 
does not place the emphasis on qualifying ourselves in order to come, He places the emphasis on our desire to 
come. Listen to what Isaiah the prophet writes, he says, “everyone who thirsts, come to the waters...” The idea is 
that by coming to the waters that your thirst may be quenched. You just have to get there, God’s not worried about 
the path you took, that is the past. However, He is concerned that you’ll find Him and be filled, and the filling is 
from Him, not you! We are invited to buy wine and milk without money. In other words to receive from God 
what we have not provided for ourselves and which we cannot earn. 
 I want to let you in on a little secret, God wants you to come to Him. In fact, God desires for you to know 
Him and He has made the way. About the only thing that we can do is find our way to Him and receive. You 
know those people you think are better than you or more deserving? Well they might be sanctified and they might 
be further down the road than you, but I promise that they started in a very humble place where they accepted 
Jesus’ invitation. You need to know that you can experience all that God has for you and you can be filled with 
every good thing that God has to offer. Simply come to Him and be filled. 
 
Daily Principle: In Christ you have been qualified, redeemed, and made new so you have nothing to fear in the 
presence of God. 
 
Question of the day: What do you think would happen in your life and faith if you stopped trying to prove your 
worth and you gave up, came to God, and received from Him? 
 
Prayer: Gracious God and Father, I surrender to you that I may be filled with whatever you have to supply. I 
recognize that the waters that I often stir up are tainted and that what you have is pure. Lord, I want the purity 
that you freely give and I desire to be filled with you and your spirit. Show me the way to your living waters. In 
Jesus'’ name, Amen! 
 
People to pray for: Rebecca Gooden, Remington Gooden, Travis Gooden, Jason Gritten, Matthew Gritten, Max 
Gritten, Michelle Gritten, Robin Gritten. 
 
Read the Covenant: It is our Covenant that we will love God with all of our heart, mind and soul.  We will 
forsake all others, all our comforts, traditions, and preconceived ideas, to choose God.  We will spend time with 
Him in sacred fellowship, to study His word, to talk to Him and hear from Him, to express our hearts to Him 
through worship and to be guided in all matters by Him.  We invite God in His grace and mercy to speak to us, 
to overwhelm us with His presence, to encounter us and transform our thoughts, actions, desires, lifestyle and 
worldview to conform to His likeness. 
  



Day 6 
 

Come Back 
Jeremiah 3:22 - “Return, O faithless sons; I will heal your faithlessness. Behold, we come to you, for you are 

the Lord our God...” 
 
 Whenever the altar call is given, there is an invitation to return to the Lord. Why do we do that? Well, it is 
human nature to stray from God and even believers at times get a little lost. In fact, we have a word for that, it’s 
called backsliding. The truth is that we all struggle. We struggle in our belief and give ourselves over to other 
ideas and ideologies. We struggle to make good decisions and we do what seems right in our own eyes forgetting 
to honor the Lord with our actions. We struggle to follow God and let other things become more important as we 
follow the world. No matter how far we get, each one of us can always return. 
 Did you know that God doesn’t reject the wayward son, He welcomes them back. That is the story of the 
prodigal son. A son who rejected his father, squandered his inheritance, and who brought shame on his family. 
He was someone who should never have been welcomed back home. In fact, he should have never been 
considered a son again. He should have been dead to his father. Yet, when Jesus shared this parable the scandal 
of the story wasn't the waywardness of the son, it was the forgiveness of the Father. 
 Did you know that our Father in Heaven is forgiving? Jeremiah the prophet called out to a generation of 
faithless sons and invited them back into God’s family promising that if they returned that God would heal them 
of their faithlessness. And what did they do? They returned. 
 The good news about God is that He is personally involved in your healing and when you return to Him 
from wherever you’ve been you are welcomed back. You may have sinned recently and you regret it. You may 
have done things in your past that you are ashamed of. You may have been struggling to even believe. No matter! 
God is Good and He heals those who come back. 
 
Daily Principle: There is always a way back to God from no matter how far you have wandered away. 
 
Question of the day: Would you be willing and brave enough to take your faithless actions to the Lord, all of 
them, even that one you are most embarrassed about and be healed? 
 
Prayer: Lord God, I know that you are good and that you are ready to heal my faithlessness. I ask Lord that you 
would indeed forgive me and restore my holiness. I plead the blood of Christ over my heart, my mind, my soul, 
and my actions and ask for a renewed mind. In Jesus’ name, Amen! 
 
People to pray for:  Ally Harrison, Bill Harrison, Brian Harrison, Rylee Harrison, Susan Harrison, Tiffany 
Harrison. 
 
Read the Covenant: It is our Covenant that we will love God with all of our heart, mind and soul.  We will 
forsake all others, all our comforts, traditions, and preconceived ideas, to choose God.  We will spend time with 
Him in sacred fellowship, to study His word, to talk to Him and hear from Him, to express our hearts to Him 
through worship and to be guided in all matters by Him.  We invite God in His grace and mercy to speak to us, 
to overwhelm us with His presence, to encounter us and transform our thoughts, actions, desires, lifestyle and 
worldview to conform to His likeness. 
  



Day 7 
 

Be Conformed 
Romans 8:29 - For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in 

order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 
 
 I don’t know about you but the word conformed does not automatically conjure up great images. When I 
think about conformity I think about being unremarkable, just like everyone else, perhaps even a mindless 
lemming. I think most of us try our hardest to not conform, or at least we fancy ourself as somehow unlike the 
rest, someone completely independent. The truth is that by nature we are mostly followers doing whatever most 
everyone else does. The sad reality is that we are already conformed. From a Biblical perspective because of our 
sinful nature we are automatically conformed into the image of the devil.  We are conformed to secular standards. 
We are conformed to certain cultural norms. We are conformed to unGodly behaviors. Which means we look an 
awful lot like the world and unlike Jesus. 
 How do we change that? I wish it was just by sheer will, pure decision, or by some trick. If we’re honest if 
it was by any of those things we would have changed already. Unfortunately, we are generally blind to the things 
that we have accepted and do. So how does a blind man see? He doesn’t, he is blind. However, the good news is 
that we serve a God who makes the lame to walk and the blind to see. 
 So if we are already like the world and unable to affect our own change, how do we break the cycle. You 
don’t, God does! We are conformed by God into the image of Christ. He does the changing. He does the 
transforming. He makes us new. While you can’t help but being conformed, you can help what you are conformed 
to. You have the choice, be like the rest of the world or be like Christ. I know which one I prefer. 
 
Daily Principle: Christianity is not about behavior modification. It’s about a God who transforms you by His 
influence as you get to know Him. 
 
Question of the day: How are you not like Jesus and are you willing to let God change that? 
 
Prayer: Deer Lord, I really would like to be like you, to follow your example, and to live in a way that represents 
God. Lord there are many ways that I am not like you and I ask that you help me become more like Christ and 
less like me. You have the power to conform me and I give you permission to do just that. In Jesus’ name, Amen! 
 
People to prayer for: Linda Hoover, Bob Houser, Cheryl Houser, Anthony Huse, Emily Huse, Jack Huse, Joslyn 
Huse, Sophia Huse, Tony Huse. 
 
Read the Covenant: It is our Covenant that we will love God with all of our heart, mind and soul.  We will 
forsake all others, all our comforts, traditions, and preconceived ideas, to choose God.  We will spend time with 
Him in sacred fellowship, to study His word, to talk to Him and hear from Him, to express our hearts to Him 
through worship and to be guided in all matters by Him.  We invite God in His grace and mercy to speak to us, 
to overwhelm us with His presence, to encounter us and transform our thoughts, actions, desires, lifestyle and 
worldview to conform to His likeness. 
  



 
 

Chapter 2 
 

Covenant with Each Other 

            It is our covenant that we will intentionally pursue honest, trustworthy and God honoring relationships 
with each other.  We will seek to honor and respect each other, prefer each other, forgive each other, give each 
other the benefit of the doubt and find ways to show each other love so that we can demonstrate Kingdom living 
to the world around us.  We invite God in His grace and mercy to bless our fellowship, to encourage our faith, 
to join our hearts together in unity, to move powerfully among us in our gatherings and as we minister and to 
create the culture of Heaven in our congregation. 
  



Day 8 
 

Outdo Each Other 
Romans 12:10 - Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. 

 
 Last week we started off with Jesus’ summary of the law, that we should love the Lord with all of our heart, 
soul, and mind. This week as we consider the covenant with each other, it is important that we understand that Jesus 
did not end there. He taught us to love our neighbor as ourselves. Jesus called us to the place of love and called His 
church into being the type of place where people could be loved and fit in. In fact, Jesus gave the disciples a new 
command in John 13:34 where He said, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have 
loved you, you also are to love one another.” This was His vision and the apostles reiterated it in their teaching. In 
fact, the apostles mentioned loving one another more than 20 times in their writing. It was Jesus’ desire that His church 
would be known for their love, especially among themselves. 
 Why isn't the church generally known for love? Well, I think we wrestle like most people do. After all we are 
the product of a culture that is steeped in hate and if we are not careful we slip right back into our old ways. Of course, 
people can point a finger at the church, but its not as if everyone else have love perfected and we are somehow all 
alone in our struggle. I think it’s just common knowledge that Christ called the church to love and so we are held up 
to a higher standard or higher expectation. I believe the church certainly can improve, but that we are far better than 
the alternative. 
 So, how do we embody Jesus’ command to love? Well, there is an antidote and it is provided for within the 
church. Every command to love one another in the Bible is very specifically given to God’ people. In other words the 
command is not generic and it is applied everywhere. We learn to love by loving the people in our own congregation 
first. Now this may seem odd at first, but who better to practice and perfect love on then the people who we are united 
in Christ with? So, when Paul writes to the Roman church he gives them two practical ways that they can learn to love. 
First, that they would love each other with a brotherly affection. Secondly, that they would outdo each other in showing 
honor. I think we have the brotherly affection pretty well nailed down in the church, but I think we could make a 
greater effort to outdo each other to show each other honor. This means putting others before yourself, showing others 
respect, giving them the benefit of the doubt and extending grace among a host of other things. 
 I am at a place in my life where I’d like to see a church that can perfect things like this. I think in a world that is 
constantly tearing people down it would be a breath of fresh air and it would be an attractive witness to the authentic 
nature of Christianity. 
 
Daily Principle: The low hanging fruit of loving others is to first learn how to love the people you go to church with. 
 
Question of the day: What are some simple ways that you could “one-up” or “outdo” showing honor to other believers 
at LifeSong church? 
 
Prayer: Lord, I recognize that love is important to you and I want to be the kind of person that embodies the love of 
Christ. Give me strength to honor others, to love them, and to build them up, especially those who are difficult to me. 
Lord, I ask for a revival of love within the church, not the kind of love that the world professes but the kind of love 
that is found in you. Let it begin in me. In Jesus’ name, Amen! 
 
People to pray for: Colton Jones, Tobias Jones, Trinity Jones, Trustin Jones, Zoey Jones, Bernice Lindley, Bob 
Lindley. 
 
Read the covenant: It is our covenant that we will intentionally pursue honest, trustworthy and God honoring 
relationships with each other.  We will seek to honor and respect each other, prefer each other, forgive each other, give 
each other the benefit of the doubt and find ways to show each other love so that we can demonstrate Kingdom living 
to the world around us.  We invite God in His grace and mercy to bless our fellowship, to encourage our faith, to join 
our hearts together in unity, to move powerfully among us in our gatherings and as we minister and to create the culture 
of Heaven in our congregation. 



Day 9 
 

Serve 
Galatians 5:13 - For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity 
for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 
 
 We all like being pampered. It’s nice when someone else takes care of your needs. And while we all like 
being served the Bible calls us into something entirely different. It calls us to serve others and not ourselves. In 
fact, Jesus taught us that if we wanted to be great or first that we must be the servant of all. In this passage Paul 
teaches us about the benefit of serving each other, it is the cure for giving into our flesh. 
 How does serving others keep us from sin? Well, sin is the culmination of serving one’s self. Put simply, 
all sin stems from our desire to satisfy our flesh or passions. This is something that Paul warns against. Since we 
have freedom in Christ we can excuse our sin. You see our freedom in Christ is the fact that we are no longer 
bound to the punishment of sins and if we are not careful we can abuse that freedom to indulge in the flesh even 
more. Yet, Paul does not lament our freedom, he just asks us to use this freedom to serve others. 
 How does our freedom equate to serving? It seems like a leap that our freedom from the consequence of sin 
should be applied to serving others, but in fact it is the very engine that drives service. Our freedom stems from 
our righteousness. We are no longer caught up in the flesh but we are pure of heart by the spirit and the line 
connecting our ability to serve one other and our freedom goes right through the heart. You see when we are freed 
from our sinful nature we no longer live from the place of self and we no longer live with agenda, we are freed 
from those things which allows us to love purely. This pure love gives us a heart for others and it causes us to 
enjoy the process of meeting other people’s needs. It empowers us to serve. 
 It is serving others that brings with it a true benefit. It breaks the chains of the flesh. It is hard to worry about 
satisfying your flesh when you are focused on serving others. Are you struggling with sin and temptation? Perhaps 
you don’t need to fight your sin harder, perhaps you just need the new perspective that comes when you serve? 
 
Daily Principle: Although serving others initially seems like a grind it is actually a gateway into spiritual health 
and maturity. 
 
Question of the day: What can serving others look like in your life? 
 
Prayer: God, I feel at times like I struggle with serving others. It seems against my nature at times and there are 
times when I just don’t feel like I have any more to give. Lord, fill me up with joy as I serve and fill me with a 
desire to help others that I might embody your nature. In Jesus’ name, Amen! 
 
People to pray for: Maxine Lovvorn, Aiden Lucas, Charlotte Lucas, Joy Lucas, Tony Lucas, Wyatt Lucas, Andie 
Mears, Jill Mears, Lacie Mears, Nolan Mears. 
 
Read the covenant: It is our covenant that we will intentionally pursue honest, trustworthy and God honoring 
relationships with each other.  We will seek to honor and respect each other, prefer each other, forgive each other, 
give each other the benefit of the doubt and find ways to show each other love so that we can demonstrate 
Kingdom living to the world around us.  We invite God in His grace and mercy to bless our fellowship, to 
encourage our faith, to join our hearts together in unity, to move powerfully among us in our gatherings and as 
we minister and to create the culture of Heaven in our congregation. 
 
  



Day 10 
 

Extend Grace 
Leviticus 19:18 - You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own people, but you 

shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord. 
 
 This is such a difficult teaching. I’d love to say that every time someone does something to hurt me or does 
something against me that I am able to let it go. It is so easy to bear grudges especially when we are hurt. I think 
we’ve all been there. And grudges have a way of causing a desire in our heart to see the other person get what’s 
coming. We like the idea of vengeance, well at least when it’s the other guy. Still, God commands us to not hold 
grudges, specifically not against our own people. Now in the Old Testament this was specific to the people of 
Israel, but in our day this is specific to the people in our church. 
 So how do we avoid holding grudges? While it may not be our initial reaction, it is certainly what we are 
called to do. I think that the key to this is grace. When we understand that we have all done things to hurt others 
and that others have had the “right” to hold grudges against us, maybe we can see how we are all imperfect and 
perhaps that will allow us to start from a place of mercy. You know Jesus taught us this in the Lords prayer when 
He said, “and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.” What if God took these words seriously? 
Well, it would mean that God would forgive us in the same way that we forgive others. So, if you handled people 
with grace, well then God would handle you with the same measure of grace. Likewise, if you handled things 
with critical judgement then God would handle you with the same measure of critical judgement. Unfortunately, 
I do believe that God takes these words seriously and even warned us elsewhere that we should do to others as 
we would have them do to us. He also said things like you reap what you sow, etc... 
 I believe the cure for getting revenge, the cure for holding grudges, the cure for justifying our anger towards 
others is to lean into the grace that we all have received. God has forgiven you of so much and he has forgiven 
them too. Neither of you are are perfect and we all need grace. Instead of holding things against others, perhaps 
we should learn how to extend grace, especially when that is not easy to do. 
 
Daily Principle: Holding grudges and seeking revenge will utterly crush your soul and wreak havoc with your 
faith. 
 
Question of the day: Is there anything that you are holding against someone in the church that you need to resolve 
and forgive? 
 
Prayer: Gracious Heavenly Father, by all means I am a child of perdition, yet you have extended your grace to 
me. As you have forgiven me of so much, teach me to forgive and show abundant grace. God, there are people 
who have hurt me and those which I genuinely struggle with, I need your strength to resolve these trials. All I ask 
Lord is for the time and place to forgive them. In Jesus’ name, Amen! 
 
People to pray for: Barry Milleman, Conner Milleman, Hilary Milleman, Laney Milleman, Lilly Milleman, Mark 
Mills, Michelle Mills. 
 
Read the covenant: It is our covenant that we will intentionally pursue honest, trustworthy and God honoring 
relationships with each other.  We will seek to honor and respect each other, prefer each other, forgive each other, 
give each other the benefit of the doubt and find ways to show each other love so that we can demonstrate 
Kingdom living to the world around us.  We invite God in His grace and mercy to bless our fellowship, to 
encourage our faith, to join our hearts together in unity, to move powerfully among us in our gatherings and as 
we minister and to create the culture of Heaven in our congregation. 
  



Day 11 
 

Talk Things Out 
Matthew 18:15-17 - “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. 
If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with 
you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If he refuses to listen to 
them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a 

tax collector. 
 
 It goes without saying that inevitably that there will be friction between God’s children. I mean I’d like to 
think that we could all just get along all the time and that we will not rub each other the wrong way, but we are 
human and we have a way of getting on each other’s nerves. God is not surprised by this, He knows how we can 
be and He understands our shortcomings. The question isn’t whether there will be friction among God’s people, 
it’s really just a matter of when. 
 So how do we handle conflict? Well, its not easy especially when our feelings are involved but I think it all 
comes down to communication. When people don’t talk, sides get taken and wars get waged. It is my experience 
that most conflicts are resolvable and that they are usually based on misinterpretation or misunderstanding. Once 
you can talk things out you can forgive and get back on the same page. This is exactly what God asks of us. To 
deal with matters appropriately and to work it out. 
 In my mind this comes down giving each other the benefit of the doubt. If we start from the place of 
believing that most likely the other person didn’t mean it, it gives us a lot of room for grace and we find some 
middle ground from which to work things out. I believe that one of the greatest things we can do is to extend that 
grace and assume that the other person didn’t mean us harm, at least until otherwise proven. I also believe the 
best thing that we can do is to talk directly with the one that has offended us and if they see the errors of their 
ways and we can see ours, well then we have won a brother. 
 
Daily Principle: The medicine for discord is to have a conversation. This heals wounds. 
 
Question of the day: Who do you refuse to talk to and do you think that is a sign that you should talk to them? 
 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, I recognize that there are people in my life that I avoid and would rather just not talk to, 
please forgive me. Please soften my heart and give me concern for them and help me to see them like you see 
them. Give me grace to go to them and to resolve whatever is coming between us. Lord that I might walk in the 
peace and grace of Jesus Christ. In Jesus’ name, Amen! 
 
People to pray for: Bill Nichols, Ryan Nickerson, Chris Overmyer, Clair Overmyer, Derek Overmyer, Heather 
Overmyer, Matt Overmyer, Payton Overmyer. 
 
Read the covenant: It is our covenant that we will intentionally pursue honest, trustworthy and God honoring 
relationships with each other.  We will seek to honor and respect each other, prefer each other, forgive each other, 
give each other the benefit of the doubt and find ways to show each other love so that we can demonstrate 
Kingdom living to the world around us.  We invite God in His grace and mercy to bless our fellowship, to 
encourage our faith, to join our hearts together in unity, to move powerfully among us in our gatherings and as 
we minister and to create the culture of Heaven in our congregation. 
  



Day 12 
 

Carry it with You 
2 Corinthians 5:20 - Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We 

implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 

 There is an old saying, “Wherever you go, there you are!” The basic gist of the phrase is that you can’t 
escape yourself and that whatever problems you have are going to follow you. I’d like to update that old saying. 
What if it went something like this, “Wherever you go, there is God!” Meaning that wherever you go you bring 
Christ and His kingdom with you. 
 What if we took that idea seriously? I mean, I think we all know that we are ambassadors of Christ, meaning 
that we do in fact represent God wherever we go, but while we understand that intellectually I think we struggle 
to make sense of it practically. Do we really have it in mind that when we go about our business from day to day 
that we are looking for and aware of opportunities to minister to the world? I think we just put our shoulder down 
and get through it most of the time. Yet, Paul shares this intriguing thought that wherever we go God makes an 
appeal through us. An appeal for the gospel. An appeal to be reconciled with God. 
 I believe that the lost world around us, you know the world that is covered in darkness? Well, it’s just 
waiting for someone to shine the light of Christ into their life to disperse that darkness. When the church functions 
as ambassadors, it functions in power, and a powerful church is a church that illuminates the world and saves the 
lost. Does you life make an appeal to the people around you? 
 
Daily Principle: Only a bad doctor would withhold a cure from his dying patient. 
 
Question of the day: What would your day look like, what would you do differently, if you were intentional 
about being an ambassador of Christ? 
 
Prayer: Father, I pray in Jesus’s name that you would open my eyes and help me to see the need in the world 
around me. Give me the wisdom and capacity to carry your kingdom and live my life in such a way as to make 
an appeal to the world around me for the gospel. In Jesus’ name, Amen! 
 
People to pray for: Levi Pala, Taylor Pala, Nate Peacock, Sara Kleber (soon to be Peacock), Judy Peters, Pat 
Peters. 
 
Read the covenant: It is our covenant that we will intentionally pursue honest, trustworthy and God honoring 
relationships with each other.  We will seek to honor and respect each other, prefer each other, forgive each other, 
give each other the benefit of the doubt and find ways to show each other love so that we can demonstrate 
Kingdom living to the world around us.  We invite God in His grace and mercy to bless our fellowship, to 
encourage our faith, to join our hearts together in unity, to move powerfully among us in our gatherings and as 
we minister and to create the culture of Heaven in our congregation. 
  



Day 13 
 

We Are One 
1 Corinthians 12:12-27 - For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the 

body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—
Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit. 

 The world around us is a deeply divided place. People struggle in our culture to get along or at least to be 
able to maintain a civil discourse with people who do not think alike. Unfortunately in that environment it is easy 
to see people for whatever group or ideology they represent. So, it can be a challenge in the church to receive 
people from all different walks of life. Our antennas can be on high alert whenever we meet new people and 
we’ve been trained to weed out people who are different. 
 What if it wasn’t like that? Paul teaches us that the church is made up of all different kinds of people. He 
uses the example of Jews and Greeks, slaves or free. What he is alluding to is that the church is made up of people 
who within the culture should not rub elbows together. These are groups of vastly different people that otherwise 
would not get along. The Jew would have shunned the Gentile (or Greek) for being ungodly. The Greek would 
have looked down on the Jew as being less intellectual and free-thinking. The free man would have held a higher 
status in the culture while the slave would have been lowly and insignificant. Outside the doors of the church they 
would have never mixed and they would have held and defended their poor opinions of each other. 
 Why was it different in the church? Because of the Holy Spirit. Yes, these people came from totally different 
backgrounds, by the way all of which were dissolved when they became Christians. The Holy Spirit transforms 
the hearts and minds of the believer and they are made into a new creation. All losing their previous identities, 
affiliations, and ideologies and now becoming like Christ. The beauty is that each one then has a place to fit in. 
Where before they could only relate to those who were exactly like them, now they were unified with people from 
everywhere and all walks of life. Isn’t it good to know that Christ can bring us together? 
 
Daily Principle: Our identity is no longer found in worldly definitions or categorizations it is found solely in 
Christ Jesus. So, it is out with the old and in with the new. 
 
Question of the day: Is there anyone that you are aware of that feel out of place in the church and how can you 
help them connect? 
 
Prayer: Lord God, I see that it is your plan to draw all men to you whether they look alike or come from the same 
background. Give me a heart for all mankind that I might not disqualify the work you want to do in them. Let me 
receive all those you bring into the church with open arms that we all may take up our place in your kingdom. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen! 
 
People to pray for: Luke Peterson, Nick Peterson, Serenity Peterson, BJ Propes, Darlena Propes, Mike Rardon, 
Vicki Rardon. 
 
Read the covenant: It is our covenant that we will intentionally pursue honest, trustworthy and God honoring 
relationships with each other.  We will seek to honor and respect each other, prefer each other, forgive each other, 
give each other the benefit of the doubt and find ways to show each other love so that we can demonstrate 
Kingdom living to the world around us.  We invite God in His grace and mercy to bless our fellowship, to 
encourage our faith, to join our hearts together in unity, to move powerfully among us in our gatherings and as 
we minister and to create the culture of Heaven in our congregation. 
 
  



Day 14 
 

Live By the Fruit 
Galatians 5:22-23 - But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 

 As a church we seek to live by the fruits of the spirit. The fruit are the culmination of the influence that the 
Holy Spirit has in your life. Elsewhere Jesus taught us that we would know people by their fruits. He says that a 
good tree cannot bear bad fruit and likewise a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. The thing about fruit is that it is an 
honest witness of your hidden character. Whoever you are on the inside, that’s the fruit you will bear. An apple 
tree always produces apples even if it would like to bear peaces. 
 So how do we bear the fruit of the Spirit? Honestly, it is a good question since by nature we led by the flesh. 
You would think according to what Jesus said that we might not have hope to bear good fruit. However, there is 
a twist in the story. Yes, by nature we are sinners and should only produce the fruit of that sin, but we have also 
been redeemed by the power of the cross and the Holy Spirit. We also know that the Holy Spirit of God dwells 
within us and so here is the plot twist, we have been grafted into a different tree and we produce its fruit and not 
our own anymore. 
 You see here is the amazing thing about being filled with the Holy Spirit, He trumps all of our stupidity. 
And if we simply surrender our lives to Him, He will in fact produce these fruits in us even when they are not 
natural to us. Isn’t that good news? 
 
Daily Principle: You can’t fake fruit. 
 
Question of the day: What fruit or fruits of the spirit do you sense you lack? 
 
Prayer: Great God and glorious Father, there are fruits that I lack. I am imperfect and I sure could use your help. 
Raise up in me these fruits, especially the ones that don’t come natural, that I might be a blessing to others and 
live at peace with you. In Jesus’ name, Amen! 
 
People to pray for:Shelby Reynolds, Bailey Rucker, Jayden Rucker, Jeana Rucker, Joanna Rucker, Ryan Rucker, 
Ryanne Rucker. 
 
Read the covenant: It is our covenant that we will intentionally pursue honest, trustworthy and God honoring 
relationships with each other.  We will seek to honor and respect each other, prefer each other, forgive each other, 
give each other the benefit of the doubt and find ways to show each other love so that we can demonstrate 
Kingdom living to the world around us.  We invite God in His grace and mercy to bless our fellowship, to 
encourage our faith, to join our hearts together in unity, to move powerfully among us in our gatherings and as 
we minister and to create the culture of Heaven in our congregation. 
  



 
 

Chapter 3 
 

Covenant with LifeSong Church  

Covenant with LifeSong Church It is our covenant that we will give of our time, energy and resources 
as we serve the Lord together through our local congregation.  We will willingly forsake privileges, rights, fears 
and freedoms in favor of carrying out the work of the Gospel because it is the single most important thing we 
can do with our lives.  We will do everything we can to advance the work of the Gospel in this hour, in this 
generation and through the ministry of LifeSong knowing that a joint effort will increase our impact.  We invite 
God in His gracious mercy to open the Heavens and pour out His Holy Spirit upon us giving us abundant favor, 
power, time, resources, grace, authority, strength, courage, boldness, mercy, compassion and love to accomplish 
His perfect will in our time and in our generation. 
  



Day 15 
 

Contribute to the Kingdom 
1 Peter 4:10-11 - As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied 

grace: whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength 
that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong 

glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 Someone once told me that 20% of the people in the church do 80% of the work. I’d like to think that those 
numbers aren't accurate. I’m not even sure they are meant to be accurate as much as they are meant to get our 
attention. However, even if they are not accurate what I’ve come to believe is that they represent a truth, that far 
less people roll up their sleeves and contribute in the church than those who don’t. 
 Why don’t people get involved? It would be easy to somehow pass the blame on the individual and say that 
they are flawed somehow, which while its an easy excuse may or may not be at the heart of the issue. I think that 
a major part of the problem is that modern churches have become organizations where the greatest contribution 
you can offer is that you attend and give your money. And while you should commit your time and tithe they are 
in no way the greatest contribution you can give. In fact, they are more of a spiritual discipline and a way to honor 
the Lord than what your end of the bargain or membership should be. 
 So then, what is your greatest contribution? Well, according to the apostle Peter it is exercising your spiritual 
gifts within the congregation so that others might be strengthened in their faith and that God would be glorified. 
Every Christian has been given spiritual gifts through the Holy Spirit which are meant to be exercised and 
expressed with others especially at church. It is how we are truly meant to contribute into God’s Kingdom. Do 
you know how God has gifted you? Are you using your gifts? 
 
Daily Principle: When you only show up you rob the rest of the church by withholding the gifts you have received 
from the Holy Spirit with others. 
 
Question of the day: Are you, and how are you exercising your gifts within the church? 
 
Prayer: God, I recognize that I am been gifted by you to contribute in some fashion into the work of the church 
and the gospel. Grant me confidence to exercise your gifting knowing that it was given to me with the idea that I 
would use it to encourage others in their faith. Help me find my place. In Jesus’ name, Amen! 
 
People to pray for: Bill Saltwell, Mary Saltwell, Libby Shipp, Randy Sims, Susan Sims. 
 
Read the covenant: It is our covenant that we will give of our time, energy and resources as we serve the Lord 
together through our local congregation.  We will willingly forsake privileges, rights, fears and freedoms in favor 
of carrying out the work of the Gospel because it is the single most important thing we can do with our lives.  We 
will do everything we can to advance the work of the Gospel in this hour, in this generation and through the 
ministry of LifeSong knowing that a joint effort will increase our impact.  We invite God in His gracious mercy 
to open the Heavens and pour out His Holy Spirit upon us giving us abundant favor, power, time, resources, grace, 
authority, strength, courage, boldness, mercy, compassion and love to accomplish His perfect will in our time and 
in our generation. 
  



Day 16 
 

Set About to Honor God 
Colossians 3:23-24 - Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, knowing that from the 

Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ. 
 
 Why do you do whatever it is you do? I know, it’s kind of a weird question, however it’s a good question to ask. 
Is it to better yourself? Is it to make a name for yourself? Is it to make more money? Is it for the love of what you do? 
We all have reasons why we do the things we do everyday. Sometimes those are good reasons and sometimes they are 
not so good. No matter what there are underlying motivations for everything that we do and if we are not careful we 
may do things for the wrong reasons. Now don’t get me wrong, sometimes wrong reasons are benign, they aren’t 
nefarious, maybe they’re just not the best or right reason to do something. What do I mean? Have you ever been forced 
to say your sorry to someone? It’s the right idea and maybe it eventually trains you to learn how to swallow your pride 
and make things right. However, being forced into an apology, while its reasoning is good, is not the right reason to 
say that you are sorry. Being genuinely concerned about someone else’s feeling is. The problem with doing things for 
the wrong reasons is that inevitably those underlying motivations will let us down and we will find ourselves lost and 
struggling for purpose. Ever heard of a mid-life crisis? 
 What if we were motivated by a higher reason or cause? That’s exactly what the Apostle Paul teaches us. Instead 
of doing things for any number of reasons, what if we did everything as a way to honor God? What if we went to work, 
no matter how tedious it may be at times, and instead of working for the money what if we did every menial task  as 
an act of worship to God? What about those chores or daily routines? What if they weren't just something that had to 
get done, what if they were opportunities to bless the Lord? I know it seems a bit out there, but when we do things as 
a way of honoring God we not only shift our hearts we transform the tasks into something that has meaning, value and 
purpose. 
 So much of life can be drudgery and can cause us to question whether it is worth it or not. Too many people drift 
from one task to another believing that life has no purpose. It doesn’t have to be so meaningless. Solomon once 
questioned the meaningless nature of pursuing all the things that life has to offer. His conclusion was to, “Fear God 
and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man.” In other words, live for God and life will fulfill its 
purpose and offer a sense of value. 
 
Daily Principle: Living for God makes life satisfying. 
 
Question of the day: How can you honor God by serving Him throughout your daily routine? 
 
Prayer: Greatest God, I really would like to make my everyday full of meaning and purpose and so I invite you to 
change my focus and motivation. Put within me a heart to work heartily everyday for you knowing that my actions are 
worship. In Jesus’ name, Amen! 
 
People to pray for: Jayne Snowberger, Paxton Snowberger, Elaina Stinson, Gracie Stinson, TJ Stinson, Trevor 
Stinson. 
 
Read the covenant: It is our covenant that we will give of our time, energy and resources as we serve the Lord together 
through our local congregation.  We will willingly forsake privileges, rights, fears and freedoms in favor of carrying 
out the work of the Gospel because it is the single most important thing we can do with our lives.  We will do everything 
we can to advance the work of the Gospel in this hour, in this generation and through the ministry of LifeSong knowing 
that a joint effort will increase our impact.  We invite God in His gracious mercy to open the Heavens and pour out 
His Holy Spirit upon us giving us abundant favor, power, time, resources, grace, authority, strength, courage, boldness, 
mercy, compassion and love to accomplish His perfect will in our time and in our generation. 
 
  



Day 17 
 

Do Gooders 
Galatians 6:10 - So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who 

are of the household of faith. 
 
 I find myself questioning from time to time how a church might best interact with the outside world? Even 
wondering at times what’s the best way for me to interact with people outside the church? Especially in a culture 
that has its skepticism towards the church. At times I admit it seems like overcomplicated naval gazing, I mean it 
shouldn’t be that hard, right? I suppose it’s not, but we are human after all and we struggle somewhere between 
doing what is right and get caught up in our flesh and so we can get stymied when it comes to knowing how best 
to behave and interact with people that don’t share our faith. 
 Well, here is the good news. The Bible talks a lot about how we should treat people who are not Christ 
followers like us. Here Paul is very clear that we should do good to everyone. Perhaps my interactions with 
everyone I meet should be less about finding some sort of common ground and instead looking for ways to do 
good to them. The truth is that if you look for common ground with people you will only end up weeding people 
out. Put plainly, looking for common ground is really a way to filter people in and out of your life. Unfortunately, 
in our culture of extremes it gets harder and harder to find common ground. 
 What if we just decided to do good things towards everyone, even those who are our polar opposites? What 
would happen then? I’ll tell you what would happen, we would open doors instead of close them. When doors 
are opened we gain access into people’s lives and we make connections we otherwise would not have. In effect, 
we make a way for the gospel by being nice. We should aspire to open doors for the gospel and it’s so simple, we 
just have to be do gooders. 
 
Daily Principle: You catch more flies with honey than with vinegar. 
 
Question of the day: How can you incorporate doing good to everyone into your daily routine and what would 
that look like? 
 
Prayer: Father God, I want to open doors in other people’s lives that you might enter in. First of all give me eyes 
that I might even see the opportunities in front of me and then give me the resolve to spring into action. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen! 
 
People to pray for: Andy Stoll, Kristie Stoll, Melinda Stoll, Sherry Stoll. 
 
Read the covenant: It is our covenant that we will give of our time, energy and resources as we serve the Lord 
together through our local congregation.  We will willingly forsake privileges, rights, fears and freedoms in favor 
of carrying out the work of the Gospel because it is the single most important thing we can do with our lives.  We 
will do everything we can to advance the work of the Gospel in this hour, in this generation and through the 
ministry of LifeSong knowing that a joint effort will increase our impact.  We invite God in His gracious mercy 
to open the Heavens and pour out His Holy Spirit upon us giving us abundant favor, power, time, resources, grace, 
authority, strength, courage, boldness, mercy, compassion and love to accomplish His perfect will in our time and 
in our generation. 
  



Day 18 
 

Generosity 
Luke 6:38 - Give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, 

will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured back to you.” 
 
 We just finished up Christmas which has become known as a season of giving. Someone once quipped, “it 
is better to give than receive.” Of course every child knows that receiving is fun and they look forward to what 
gifts they will get this year. Let’s face it, we all like to get gifts and honestly that’s not necessarily a bad thing. 
Gifts can be our love language and they could convey someone’s appreciation or affection for us. They can also 
be a way to honor someone.  The problem isn't that we receive gifts, its how we receive them. In fact, the principle 
of generosity requires that we have a giver and a receiver. Otherwise you can’t be generous. So, we should receive 
other people’s generosity with a gentle and appreciative heart knowing that someone else has been kind to us in 
the giving. We only run into a problem when become greedy or only focused on getting and not giving. 
 Jesus taught us to be generous, which means we give liberally to others from what we have. This is a basic 
tenant of Christian living that we are generous with our possessions and resources. We should always seek to 
bless others and give to others. Yet, whenever you teach people about generosity they always get a little nervous. 
Let’s face it, if we’re being generous it means that we will have less for ourselves, or does it? 
 What if we don’t not have a lot extra to give? Jesus addresses this. On paper that may be a reality and in our 
flesh it might not make much sense, but our generosity directly affects our blessing. According to Jesus the same 
way we measure out our generosity will be the same way that it is measured out to us. If we are stingy our blessing 
are restrained. When we are generous our blessings abound. This is a spiritual truth and one that we should be 
better to abide by. We need to practice generosity with the understanding that in God’s world it doesn’t mean that 
we will have less, but that we will have more. What if we looked at giving generously as a way of adding instead 
of subtracting? 
 
Daily Principle: You can’t out-give God. 
 
Question of the day: What would your life look like if you were increasingly more and more generous and what 
would you do if you weren’t worried about giving things away? 
 
Prayer: Gracious Father, you have always been so generous to me, giving me what I don’t deserve and forgiving 
me when I have not earned it. Lord, put that same heart and spirit within me that I might function from a place of 
generosity. In Jesus’ name, Amen! 
 
People to pray for: Brad Stroetz, Bud Stroetz, Colleen Stroetz, Genevieve Stroetz, Jennifer Stroetz, Marlene 
Stroetz, Tyler Stroetz. 
 
Read the covenant: It is our covenant that we will give of our time, energy and resources as we serve the Lord 
together through our local congregation.  We will willingly forsake privileges, rights, fears and freedoms in favor 
of carrying out the work of the Gospel because it is the single most important thing we can do with our lives.  We 
will do everything we can to advance the work of the Gospel in this hour, in this generation and through the 
ministry of LifeSong knowing that a joint effort will increase our impact.  We invite God in His gracious mercy 
to open the Heavens and pour out His Holy Spirit upon us giving us abundant favor, power, time, resources, grace, 
authority, strength, courage, boldness, mercy, compassion and love to accomplish His perfect will in our time and 
in our generation. 
  



Day 19 
 

The Storehouse 
Malachi 3:10 - Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And thereby put 

me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you 
a blessing until there is no more need. 

 
 Oh no, he’s talking about tithing today! Yes, because it’s a seriously important spiritual discipline and act 
of worship before the Lord. However, I know that whenever the pastor begins to teach or share about tithing that 
people get a little nervous, perhaps even a little uptight. After all to talk about tithing is to talk about giving your 
money and if we’re being honest there is already a lot of demand on our finances. Yet, just like generosity tithing 
is a key to spiritual maturity and is directly related to God’s blessings in our lives. 
 So, why should we tithe? The practice of tithing is not primarily about giving money to the church, it is 
about trusting God with the first fruits of your labor? It is then an intentional act or worship as you place your 
faith in God enough to bring your first ten percent into the storehouse or in modern terms into the church.  
 I want to let you in on a little secret, there was once a time in my life when I was not a tither. It wasn’t that 
I didn’t believe in it or that I was somehow greedy. I just struggled to pursue this spiritual act. I didn’t have 
enough faith to literally put my money where my mouth was. Sure I said I had faith in God but when push came 
to shove giving that tithe caused me anxiety. Even though I said I had faith, in practicality I just didn’t. At one 
point I decided to just go for it and I’ve never looked back. I still faithfully tithe every week and I give my tithe 
before I spend any other money. 
 What happens when you tithe? The short answer is that as you honor God, God honors you. You are taken 
care of and it is especially more significant when you sacrificially give to Him with joy. It is a blessing to the 
Lord and it speaks to His heart. At some point a tenth wasn’t enough for me and I began to increase my giving 
each year whether or not my income increased. I have missed nothing and I am honored to bless the Lord with 
my money. I can tell you that because I have put God first with my finances that my finances are in order, not just 
in good financial order, but Godly order. The kind of order that produces blessing over the 90% I keep. 
 
Daily Principle: If you can’t trust God with your money then what can you trust God with? 
 
Question of the day: Are you currently tithing and if not would you be able to test the Lord and see if He won’t 
bless you in return? 
 
Prayer: Lord of hosts, you are the giver of all good things and I recognize that all that I have belongs to you. I 
pray that you would give me the strength to surrender my resources to you as a sacrifice. Help me to put my 
finances in Godly order and to see first-hand the blessing of Heaven. In Jesus’ name, Amen! 
 
People to pray for: Becky Taulbee, Howard Taulbee, Kayleigh Tomlinson, John VanCleve, Julie VanCleve, 
Megan VanCleve. 
 
Read the covenant: It is our covenant that we will give of our time, energy and resources as we serve the Lord 
together through our local congregation.  We will willingly forsake privileges, rights, fears and freedoms in favor 
of carrying out the work of the Gospel because it is the single most important thing we can do with our lives.  We 
will do everything we can to advance the work of the Gospel in this hour, in this generation and through the 
ministry of LifeSong knowing that a joint effort will increase our impact.  We invite God in His gracious mercy 
to open the Heavens and pour out His Holy Spirit upon us giving us abundant favor, power, time, resources, grace, 
authority, strength, courage, boldness, mercy, compassion and love to accomplish His perfect will in our time and 
in our generation. 
  



Day 20 
 

Defend the Gospel 
1 Peter 3:13-15 - Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? But even if you should 
suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, but in your hearts 

honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason 
for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect... 

 
 I’m not sure if you are aware of this, but not everyone likes Christians or Christianity. In fact, there is a lot 
of pressure put on the church globally to conform or to simply be quiet. When our faith is not highly regarded 
and living by it is not embraced, what is a Christian to do? The temptation is to simply hide away and hope for 
better days. Yet Peter made the argument to the persecuted church in his day to not give up hope but continue to 
honor the Lord. 
 The truth is that no matter what the world thinks about us, whether it is accepting or condemning we should 
live the same way. We are to be zealous for serving Him. This is a good and spiritually healthy lifestyle. If we do 
what is right before the Lord there is nothing to fear, not even in persecution, because God will keep us. In fact, 
we are to continue in boldness as we should always be prepared to give a defense of the gospel which is the hope 
that is in us. 
 What does it mean to give a defense? Peter is quite literally telling them that they should be prepared to 
give an account for why they believe in Jesus and he means to whomever is accusing them. This could be in a 
social setting, but it also means in a legal sense as well. No matter who challenges our faith, Christ, or our 
scripture, we should be prepared to speak up in the moment. 
 Here’s what Peter is telling the church...do not cave into the culture or the pressures that they put on you, 
not even persecution. Instead we should keep steadfast and faithful in all situations and have confidence in the 
gospel enough that we are willing to defend it and speak up about it whenever we or it is challenged. We are to 
do it gently and respectably, but we are to remain zealous for the Lord. What would the church look like if it was 
filled with uncompromising disciples? 
 
Daily Principle: When you do right by God you have nothing to fear. 
 
Question of the day: How could you be more zealous about following God everyday and in all situations? 
 
Prayer: Lord God, In all my ways I desire to honor you. Help me Father to never compromise in what I believe 
about you and prepare my heart and mind to share about it. Then Lord, give me the words to speak the good news 
about the hope that I have in you. In Jesus’ name, Amen! 
 
People to pray for: Elizabeth Wagner, Eeliyah Waner, Emma Wagner, Lacie Wagner, Liam Wagner, TJ Wagner. 
 
Read the covenant: It is our covenant that we will give of our time, energy and resources as we serve the Lord 
together through our local congregation.  We will willingly forsake privileges, rights, fears and freedoms in favor 
of carrying out the work of the Gospel because it is the single most important thing we can do with our lives.  We 
will do everything we can to advance the work of the Gospel in this hour, in this generation and through the 
ministry of LifeSong knowing that a joint effort will increase our impact.  We invite God in His gracious mercy 
to open the Heavens and pour out His Holy Spirit upon us giving us abundant favor, power, time, resources, grace, 
authority, strength, courage, boldness, mercy, compassion and love to accomplish His perfect will in our time and 
in our generation. 
  



Day 21 
 

Receive 
Acts 1:8 - But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses 

in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 
 
 The work of the church, the mission of the gospel is not an act of the will it is an act of the Holy Spirit. 
Jesus sent the Spirit to work with the church in between the time of Jesus’ ascension until He returns. It is 
something that He knew we needed because in all honesty man cannot carry out the work of the Cross of Christ 
in its own power. Yet, for the church in the west, we seem to prefer a non-charismatic, naturalistic faith. We 
exchange the gift of the Holy Spirit with will power and programs and forget that while those things could help 
they have no power in and of themselves to convert the hearts of sinners, to transform us into the image of Christ, 
or to empower us in evangelism. There is only one thing that does...the Holy Spirit. 
 We understand the mission. The mission is to witness on behalf of Christ to all the nations on the earth. 
Why do we think we can accomplish this without receiving and manifesting the Holy Spirit? Especially when 
Jesus Himself was very clear that it was only after we receive the Holy Spirit that we will receive the power to do 
it. Church, the Holy Spirit has to “come upon you” in order for you to truly live like Christ and to spread the 
gospel. Otherwise we will do what mankind has always done, we will give into the religious spirit and form a 
religion that appeals to our sense of righteousness and caters to our felt needs. Don’t you want more than that? 
More is always what the Spirit brings and when he comes we become changed people who can change people. 
 
Daily Principle: A church without the Holy Spirit is a church without any power. 
 
Question of the day: Do you know the Holy Spirit and how does He work in your life? 
 
Prayer: Lord God, I want all that you have for me. I want to be filled with your Spirit and I want to have the 
power to effect change in the world for the Gospel. If I am not filled, Lord fill me. If I am filled, Lord fill me 
more. In Jesus’ name, Amen! 
 
People to pray for: Chad Walther, Everett Walther, Micah Walther, Paula Walther, Erica Warf, Layla Warf, 
Logan Warf, Mia Warf. 
 
Read the covenant: It is our covenant that we will give of our time, energy and resources as we serve the Lord 
together through our local congregation.  We will willingly forsake privileges, rights, fears and freedoms in favor 
of carrying out the work of the Gospel because it is the single most important thing we can do with our lives.  We 
will do everything we can to advance the work of the Gospel in this hour, in this generation and through the 
ministry of LifeSong knowing that a joint effort will increase our impact.  We invite God in His gracious mercy 
to open the Heavens and pour out His Holy Spirit upon us giving us abundant favor, power, time, resources, grace, 
authority, strength, courage, boldness, mercy, compassion and love to accomplish His perfect will in our time and 
in our generation. 


